WINE SPECTATOR’s
A SNEAK PREVIEW OF THE BUYING GUIDE FOR THE JUNE 15 & 30, 2021
ISSUE, FEATURING ALL OF THE SPECTATOR SELECTIONS
Wine Spectator’s June double issue covers the state of cannabis in California wine country, laying out the pros and cons
of the existing cannabis regulations in the major winegrowing regions. Plus, a preview of the new resorts opening in Napa
and Sonoma. And don’t miss our tasting reports on California Zinfandel and sparkling wines from around the world.
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LE CHIUSE Brunello di Montalcino 2016 • $80

Pretty strawberry, currant and cherry flavors take center stage in this taut and linear red, flanked by floral, mineral
and tobacco notes, with fine balance and intensity on a slim frame. This is ample, yet the refined tannins provide
structure. Best from 2024 through 2048. 15,000 cases made, 1,000 cases imported.—B.S.

POGGIO LANDI Brunello di Montalcino 2016 • $59

Broad and mouthfilling, exuding floral, black cherry, blackberry, graphite and stony mineral flavors. Powerful, yet
reined in by the vivid acidity, with tannins that are refined and well-integrated. Shows terrific balance and length.
Best from 2025 through 2048. 6,000 cases made, 1,000 cases imported.—B.S.

PIERRE USSEGLIO & FILS Châteauneuf-du-Pape Cuvée de mon Aïeul 2017 • $125

This is lush and inviting in feel, with waves of warmed raspberry reduction taking center stage, while plum paste and
cherry skin notes add range. Underneath the fruit, notes of anise, red and black tea and gently mulled spice notes
course along, all supported by perfectly embedded acidity. A gorgeous wine that’s hard to lay off now because of
the fruit, but there’s absolutely no rush. Best from 2023 through 2040. 375 cases made, 150 cases imported.—J.M.

CARLISLE Zinfandel Sonoma Valley Bedrock Vineyard 2018 • $48

Personality meets polish, with expressive black raspberry and blackberry flavors that draw in notes of sandalwood,
brown spices and orange oil. Builds richness toward refined tannins. Drink now through 2030. 302 cases made.—T.F.

RAMEY Chardonnay Napa Valley Carneros Hyde Vineyard 2018 • $70

Powerful, sleek and well-structured, with rich minerality and savoriness to fresh-cut apple and pear flavors, backed
by crackling acidity. Dried mint and sea salt accents linger on the spicy finish, with toasty notes. Best from 2022
through 2027. 905 cases made.—K.M.

BEDROCK Bedrock Vineyard Heritage Sonoma Valley 2019 • $50

Bold aromas of rose petal and orange blossom open to dynamic blackberry, licorice and smoked pepper flavors,
building tension toward medium-grained tannins. Zinfandel, Carignan and Mataro. Drink now through 2030. 750
cases made.—T.F.

FELTON ROAD Pinot Noir Central Otago Bannockburn 2019 • $54

Generous and juicy wild strawberry, cranberry and spiced cherry flavors start off flashy and mouthwatering, but
then settle into a harmonious mix of spicy tobacco, clove and oolong tea, with details of chicory and forest floor
that linger on the long, expressive finish. Drink now through 2034. 4,064 cases made, 168 cases imported.—M.W.

BINDI SERGARDI Chianti Classico Tenuta I Colli Riserva 2016 • $30

This is bright and linear in profile, displaying cherry, strawberry, bitter almond, earth, iron and tobacco flavors.
Balanced and taut, lingering with a mix of fruit, mineral and savory elements. Best from 2022 through 2043.
1,700 cases made, 700 cases imported.—B.S.

A SNEAK PREVIEW OF THE BUYING GUIDE FOR THE JUNE 15 & 30, 2021 ISSUE
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CASTELLO ROMITORIO Brunello di Montalcino Riserva 2015 • $290

This stunning red exudes bright cherry, blackberry, plum, iron and tobacco aromas and flavors, all knit together
almost seamlessly, with vibrant acidity and refined tannins. Shows a combination of power and grace, with a long
fruit and savory aftertaste. Best from 2023 through 2047. 620 cases made, 150 cases imported.—B.S.

SAN FILIPPO Brunello di Montalcino Le Lucére 2016 • $110

This red is laden with balsamic aromas and flavors of juniper, rosemary and rose, plus black currant and raspberry
fruit. There’s an underlying mineral element, along with firm, mature tannins that enhance the overall elegance and
finesse. Best from 2024 through 2045. 1,200 cases made, 600 cases imported.—B.S.

UCCELLIERA Brunello di Montalcino Riserva 2015 • $175

An enticing version, whose vibrant character sets the pace for fresh black cherry, blackberry, iron and tobacco,
with a frame of oak spice. Round and solidly built, this persists with lingering accents of fruit, mineral and spice.
Best from 2024 through 2048. 800 cases made, 300 cases imported.—B.S.

CHAPPELLET Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley Pritchard Hill 2017 • $250

Ripe and well-proportioned, with loads of cassis, plum reduction and melted black licorice notes melding together,
picking up graphite and apple wood accents through the muscular but defined finish. A late kick of fruit on the
finish is matched by minerally cut. Best from 2023 through 2036. 2,000 cases made.—J.M.

R. ROSTAING Côte-Rôtie La Landonne 2018 • $180

Seductive up front, with dark currant and blackberry details that have melded with licorice root, sweet bay leaf,
dark olive and tar accents. The finish is grippy, but has cut and drive, thanks to an iron note and nicely embedded
acidity. Best from 2023 through 2035. 800 cases made.—J.M.

SMART BUYS
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NAUTILUS Sauvignon Blanc Marlborough 2020 • $20

Vibrant, with fresh pomelo, ginger and lemon zest flavors that reverberate at the core. Details of lemon verbena,
celery leaf and saline linger on the long, expressive and mouthwatering finish. Drink now. 25,874 cases made,
10,000 cases imported.—M.W.

BISCI Verdicchio di Matelica 2019 • $16

A lithe, finely balanced white, weaving a subtle thread of salinity with notes of Gala apple, pineapple, pickled ginger
and pink grapefruit pith. A linear version, fresh and mouthwatering through the lingering, mineral-driven finish.
Drink now through 2026. 6,000 cases made, 2,000 cases imported.—A.N.

CAROL SHELTON Zinfandel Mendocino County Wild Thing Old Vine 2018 • $19
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A juicy bomb of fruit, this red is also well-structured, with lively raspberry, toasty spice and roasted sage flavors
that linger on a snappy finish. Drink now through 2028. 9,085 cases made.—T.F.
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Jammy and bold, with ripe raspberry, toasty spice and smoky fennel accents that finish on a zippy note. Drink now
through 2028. 50,800 cases made.—T.F.
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ST. FRANCIS Zinfandel Sonoma County Old Vines 2018 • $22

BODEGAS LA CANA Albariño Rias Baixas La Caña 2019 • $20

This focused, elegant white has a distinctive briny undertone accenting the apple, ginger and peach flavors.
Savory elements of spice and herb fine-tune the mouthwatering finish. Drink now through 2022. 18,000 cases
made, 15,000 cases imported.—G.S.

EMPIRE ESTATE Riesling Finger Lakes Dry 2018 • $19

Maturing already, with yellow apple and peach flavors starting to broaden out, backed by paraffin and verbena
on the finish, where there is still good underlying zip. Drink now through 2022. 5,000 cases made.—J.M.

ALOIS LAGEDER Pinot Grigio Vigneti delle Dolomiti Terra Alpina 2019 • $16

Lively acidity and tangy salinity drive this creamy, light-bodied white, whose flavors of pineapple, apricot and
lemon thyme show a zesty orange peel edge, followed by a lingering finish. Drink now. 25,942 cases made,
19,000 cases imported.—A.N.

